Brighton and Hove Special Schools Swimming Gala

18th January 2007
Dear Colleague, 

Following the success of last year’s Brighton and Hove Special Schools Swimming Gala, I am writing to inform you of details of this year’s event, which will again take place during the Brighton and Hove School Sport Festival
The gala will be held on Wednesday July 11th, at Prince Regent Swimming Pool. We will begin at 10.00 and finish at 13.00. The pool has been booked from 9.30 onwards, in order to give pupils time to change and be on the pool side for 10.00. 
If you would like to enter, please fill in the attached forms. Each school may enter up to 15 pupils. 
In the same way as last year, I will create competitive groups based upon the time it takes a child to complete 25 metres. I feel that this will be a more productive process of division than basing groups upon age. In order to create loose racing categories based upon ability, may I ask that you inform me of the time that each pupil takes to swim 25metres. Times may be rough and are simply to give an indication of ability. Please bear in mind that the races will be freestyle, so any stroke is acceptable.
Please also indicate whether pupils wish to take part in the mini-water polo games. Pupils may take part in either the swimming races or the mini-polo or both. The mini-polo will be held in a pool shallow enough to touch the bottom, but deep enough to swim around in. This event, therefore, will be open to all pupils, but may also involve the weaker swimmers unable to compete in the races. 
The spectators’ gallery at the pool has a capacity of just under 300 people. Please feel free to bring non-participating children or to invite parents to watch. If possible, please give some indication on the attached form of the number of extra people who may attend the event.
While lifeguards and staff will be present at the gala, please ensure that at least one member of your staff will be prepared to be in the water or on the side ready to go into the water to help pupils. If you feel that it is necessary for more staff to be in the water, as many as you feel is appropriate may do so. This is the case for both the swimming races and the mini-polo games. 
I have asked the Prince Regent Swimming Pool to reserve parking spaces for mini-buses. In order that enough spaces are reserved, please indicate on your returned form if you require more than one space. 
Please also be aware that although the pool is booked for our use, the fitness suite will still be in use, and therefore the changing rooms will be used by members of the public in conjunction with our use of them. 
If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to contact me on 01273 852287 or at rowena_gerrett@hotmail.co.uk. In due course, all information regarding the swimming gala will be available on the Festival website, found at www.brightonandhoveschoolsportfestival.co.uk.
I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
Yours sincerely, 

Rowena Gerrett

Brighton and Hove Competition Manager
Brighton and Hove Special Schools Swimming Gala
(please photocopy one for each child)

School……………………………………………………………………………….

Pupil’s name…………………………………………………………………………

Pupil’s age…………………………………………………………………………...

Male / Female (please circle)

Time taken to complete 25 metres (freestyle)……………………………………….

Participating in mini-polo games? Yes / No (please circle)

Participating in swimming races? Yes / No (please circle)

Nature of pupil’s disability:
Brighton and Hove Special Schools Swimming Gala
I would like my school……………………………………………………………………

to be involved in the Brighton and Hove Special Schools Swimming Gala. 

School………………………………………………………………………………………

Contact name……………………………………………………………………………….

Contact email address………………………………………………………………………

We will require…………. minibus parking spaces

We will be bringing (roughly)………………spectators
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